
 

 

November 4, 2025 
 
 
 
Mr. Daniel H. Schulman 
Chief Executive Officer 
Verizon Consumer Group 
1095 Avenue of the Americas  
New York, NY 10036 
 
Dear Mr. Schulman: 
 

As you are already aware, the Biden administration spied on Republican 
members of Congress by subpoenaing their cell phones records during its “Arctic 
Frost” investigation. The Biden administration’s secretive surveillance of Congress not 
only represented a desecration of our constitutional separation of powers, but it also 
appears to have violated federal law.  

 
2 U.S.C. § 6628(c) states, in clear and unambiguous terms, that “any provider for 

a Senate office . . . shall not be barred, through operation of any court order or any 
statutory provision, from notifying the Senate office of any legal process seeking 
disclosure of Senate data of the Senate office.”1 When Biden-appointed Special Counsel 
Jack Smith subpoenaed Republican senators’ phone records, Obama-appointed Judge 
James Boasberg ordered the phone carriers “not to notify any other person”—including 
the targeted senators and Senate office staff—“of the existence of [the] subpoena.” In 
doing so, Judge Boasberg made findings that they might destroy “evidence” or even 
intimidate witnesses. Of course, the mere suggestion of impropriety is insulting and 
offensive. But more importantly, this gag order appears to have violated Section 6628(c). 

 
Furthermore, Section 6628(d) states that if either a “Senate office or provider” 

files a motion to quash a subpoena that “require[s] the disclosure of Senate data,” the 
court “shall quash” the subpoena or “modify” it so as not to disclose the data. 
Understanding that the gag order and subpoena were unlawful, your competitor, 
AT&T, appears to have rightfully refused to comply.2 Verizon, however, appears to  

 
1 “Senate office” is defined broadly in the statute to “includ[e] a Senator” and even one of his interns. 2 
U.S.C. § 6628(a)(7). 
2 Virginia Kruta, ‘I Was Offended’: Ted Cruz Explains Why He Wasn’t Tracked By Biden’s FBI, DAILY 

WIRE (Oct. 29,2025), https://www.dailywire.com/news/i-was-offended-ted-cruz-explains-why-he-wasnt-
tracked-by-bidens-fbi.  
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have rolled over and complied with the unlawful subpoena and cover-up. Verizon 
claims that, because “a court ordered Verizon not to tell anyone,” it “had no choice but 
to comply with the court order.”3 Yet if AT&T refused to comply and Section 6628 
clearly states otherwise, then presumably Verizon did have a choice. It just failed to 
make the right one. 

 
I am a Verizon customer, and I recently discovered that my Verizon data was 

targeted by the subpoena and unlawful gag order. Rather than notifying my office that 
my Senate data was being compromised, as provided for in Section 6628(c), Verizon 
concealed this information from me. Verizon also failed to file a motion to quash as 
provided for in Section 6628(d). I am deeply disappointed in Verizon’s failure to notify 
me or my office that my Senate data was exposed, as well as its failure to make any 
effort to protect my data. 

 
While I understand this decision was made before your appointment as chief 

executive officer, I request a full explanation from Verizon no later than November 17, 
2025, including: 

 

• Why did Verizon fail to file a motion to quash and so readily relinquish 
my data? 

• What measures has Verizon taken to ensure this does not happen again, 
including changes to service agreements and training protocols?  

• What disciplinary measures were taken against those within the company 
who so readily rolled over and complied with the Jack Smith farce?  

 
I ask these questions not only for myself, but also on behalf of the millions of 

Americans who believe their data is safe with Verizon. 
 

Sincerely, 

A 
Rick Scott 
United States Senator 

 
3 James Lynch, AT&T Denied Jack Smith’s ‘Arctic Frost’ Subpoena for Senators’ Phone Records While 
Verizon Complied, NATIONAL REVIEW (Oct. 31, 2025), https://www.nationalreview.com/news/att-denied-
jack-smiths-arctic-frost-subpoena-for-senators-phone-records-while-verizon-complied/.  
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